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The Greeting 

 

   

Grace, mercy and peace 

  from God our Father 

  and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All:   And also with you. 

 

The Precentor introduces the liturgy 

 

Hymn 
  

 
 

Angel-voices ever singing 

   round thy throne of light, 

angel-harps for ever ringing, 

   rest not day nor night; 

thousands only live to bless thee 

   and confess thee 

Lord of might. 

 

Thou who art beyond the farthest 

   mortal eye can scan, 

can it be that thou regardest 

   songs of sinful man? 

Can we know that thou art near us, 

   and wilt hear us? 

Yea, we can. 

For we know that thou rejoicest 

   o’er each work of thine; 

thou didst ears and hands and voices 

   for thy praise design; 

craftsman’s art and music’s measure 

   for thy pleasure 

all combine. 

 

In thy house, great God, we offer 

   of thine own to thee; 

and for thine acceptance proffer 

   all unworthily 

hearts and minds  

   and hands and voices 

in our choicest psalmody. 

 

Honour, glory, might, and merit 

   thine shall ever be, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

   blessèd Trinity. 

Of the best which thou hast given 

   earth and heaven 

render thee. 

 
Words: Francis Pott (1832–1909) 

 Tune: Angel voices  
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 Prayers of Penitence 

 

Jesus said to his apostles, 

‘You are my friends if you obey my commands.’ 

Let us now confess our disobedience to him. 

 

Lord Jesus, in your love you invite us to be your friends: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, in your joy you choose us to go out and bear fruit: 

Christ, have mercy. 

All:   Christ, have mercy. 

 

Lord Jesus, in your power you send us to be your faithful witnesses: 

Lord, have mercy. 

All:   Lord, have mercy. 

 

Absolution 

 

Almighty God, 

who forgives all who truly repent, 

have mercy upon you, 

pardon and deliver you from all your sins, 

confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, 

and keep you in life eternal; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

The Collect 

 

Let us pray. 

 

Almighty God, who built your Church  

upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 

with Jesus Christ himself as the chief cornerstone: 

so join us together in unity of spirit by their doctrine, 

that we may be made a holy temple acceptable to you; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

All:   Amen. 
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First Reading 

 

A reading from the first book of the Chronicles 

 

King David commanded the chiefs of the Levites to appoint members of their families as the 

singers to play on musical instruments, on harps and lyres and cymbals, to raise loud sounds 

of joy. Three singers were to sound bronze cymbals; others were to play harps and lead the 

procession with lyres. Chenaniah, leader of the Levites in music, was to direct the music, 

for he understood it. The priests were to blow their trumpets before the ark of God.  

David was clothed with a robe of fine linen, as also were all the Levites who were carrying 

the ark, and the singers, and Chenaniah the leader of the music of the singers. So all Israel 

brought up the ark of the covenant of the Lord with shouting, to the sound of the horn, 

trumpets, and cymbals, and made loud music on harps and lyres. 

 

Then on that day David first appointed the singing of praises to the Lord:  

 

O give thanks to the Lord, call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples. Sing 

to him, sing praises to him, tell of all his wonderful works.  

Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.  

Seek the Lord and his strength, seek his presence continually. Remember the wonderful 

works he has done, his miracles, and the judgements he uttered, O offspring of his servant 

Israel, children of Jacob, his chosen ones.   
   Adapted from 1 Chronicles 15 and 16 

 

  This is the word of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 

 
Poem 

Read by The Reverend Canon Tim Alban Jones, Vice-Dean 

 

Blest pair of Sirens, pledges of heav’n’s joy, 

Sphere-born harmonious sisters, Voice and Verse, 

Wed your divine sounds, and mixed pow’r employ, 

Dead things with inbreathed sense able to pierce; 

And to our high-raised phantasy present 

That undisturbèd song of pure concent, 

Aye sung before the sapphire-coloured throne 

To Him that sits thereon, 

With saintly shout, and solemn jubilee, 

Where the bright Seraphim in burning row 

Their loud uplifted angel-trumpets blow, 

And the cherubic host in thousand quires 

Touch their immortal harps of golden wires, 

With those just Spirits that wear victorious palms, 

Hymns devout and holy psalms 

Singing everlastingly: 
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That we on earth with undiscording voice 

May rightly answer that melodious noise; 

As once we did, till disproportioned sin 

Jarred against nature’s chime, and with harsh din 

Broke the fair music that all creatures made 

To their great Lord, whose love their motion swayed 

In perfect diapason, whilst they stood 

In first obedience, and their state of good. 

O may we soon again renew that song, 

And keep in tune with Heav’n, till God ere long 

To his celestial concert us unite, 

To live with him, and sing in endless morn of light. 
 

 From At a Solemn Music by John Milton (1608-74) 

 
Second Reading  

 

A reading from the letter to the Ephesians 

 

Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most of the 

time, because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the 

Lord is. Be filled with the Spirit, as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among 

yourselves, singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, giving thanks to God the 

Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Ephesians 5: 15-20 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Music: Gloria in excelsis Deo  

 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, Glory to God in the highest 

et in terra pax hominibus  and on earth peace 

bonae voluntatis. to people of goodwill. 

Laudamus te, benedicimus te, We praise you, we bless you, 

adoramus te, glorificamus te, we worship you, we glorify you, 

gratias agimus tibi we give you thanks 

propter magnam gloriam tuam, for your great glory, 

Domine Deus, Rex caelestis  Lord God, heavenly King, 

Deus Pater omnipotens. God the Father Almighty. 

 

Domine Fili unigenite,  Lord Jesus Christ, 

Jesu Christe; the only-begotten Son; 

Domine Deus, Agnus Dei,  Lord God, Lamb of God, 

Filius Patris, Son of the Father, 

qui tollis peccata mundi, who takes away the sins of the world, 

miserere nobis; have mercy on us. 
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qui tollis peccata mundi, You who take away the sins of the world, 

suscipe deprecationem nostram; receive our prayer. 

qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, You who sit at the right hand of the Father, 

miserere nobis. have mercy on us. 

 

Quoniam tu solus sanctus, For you alone are holy; 

tu solus Dominus, you alone are the Lord; 

tu solus Altissimus,  you alone are the Most High,  

Jesu Christe, Jesus Christ, 

cum Sancto Spiritu, with the Holy Spirit, 

in gloria Dei Patris. in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. Amen. 

 
From the Messe Solennelle by Jean Langlais (1907-1991) 

From the CD Jubilate Deo 

Peterborough Cathedral Choir directed by Tansy Castledine 

Organ: David Humphreys 

 
Gospel Reading 

 

 

 Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All:  Glory to you, O Lord 

 

 

Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with the other disciples 

when Jesus came. So they told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I 

see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 

hand in his side, I will not believe.’  

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although 

the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then 

he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it 

in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus 

said to him, ‘Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not 

seen and yet have come to believe.’        John 20: 24-29 

 

 

 
This is the Gospel of the Lord 

                         All:         Praise to you, O Christ 

                   

Homily 

 

The Reverend Dr Rowan Williams 

Canon Precentor   
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Hymn 

 

  
 

                           Now thank we all our God, 

                               with heart and hands and voices, 

                               who wondrous things hath done, 

                               in whom his world rejoices; 

                               who from our mother’s arms 

                               hath blessed us on our way 

                               with countless gifts of love, 

                               and still is ours to-day. 

 

                               O may this bounteous God 

                               through all our life be near us, 

                               with ever joyful hearts 

                               and blessèd peace to cheer us; 

                               and keep us in his grace, 

                               and guide us when perplexed, 

                               and free us from all ills 

                               in this world and the next. 

 

                               All praise and thanks to God 

                               the Father now be given, 

                               the Son, and him who reigns 

                               with them in highest heaven, 

                               the One eternal God, 

                               whom earth and heaven adore; 

                               for thus it was, is now, 

                               and shall be evermore. 
 

Words: Martin Rinkart (1586–1649) trans. Catherine Winkworth (1827–78) 

Tune: Nun danket 
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Affirmation of Faith 

 

Let us declare our faith in God. 

 

All:     We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 
 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 
 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

led by members of the choir 

 

The Choristers’ Prayer 

read by Finn, Grace and Lucas  

 

Bless, O Lord, us thy servants, 

who minister in thy temple. 

Grant that what we sing with our lips, 

we may believe in our hearts, 

and what we believe in our hearts, 

we may show forth in our lives; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Text: possibly based on 14th century Latin rite for admission of a Cantor 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

  As our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

 

All:   Our Father in heaven, 

  hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
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Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

 

Thanksgiving for Cathedral Musicians 

 

The Dean says:  

Friends in Christ, we bring before God in prayer all those who have now completed their 

service to the choir of this Cathedral church. Although this is not a formal valediction, which 

will take place later in the year when we are able to gather and to give thanks in a more 

personal way for all they have done in service to the Cathedral, nonetheless we acknowledge 

today our gratitude for their faithfulness to duty, and for the musical skill which has enhanced 

our worship throughout the year, including during the time of lockdown. 

 

We commend to your fatherly goodness, O Lord,  

all those who are preparing to leave the Choir of this Cathedral Church. 

May your goodness and mercy follow them all their lives. 

Guard them in danger and keep them from evil,  

guide them constantly in the right way, 

grant that the work which you have begun in them may continue, 

and that the gifts which you have given to them  

may mature and increase. 

This we ask through our Lord Jesus Christ,  

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 

The Dean blesses the whole choir, saying: 

Jesus Christ, 

the same, yesterday, today and for ever, 

the beginning and the end, 

preserve you in your going out and your coming in 

from this time forth and for evermore; 

and the blessing of God Almighty,  

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit,  

rest upon you and remain with you, now and always.   

All: Amen. 
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Hymn  
 

 

 
Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 

pilgrim through this barren land; 

I am weak, but thou art mighty; 

hold me with thy powerful hand: 

Bread of heaven, 

feed me till I want no more. 

 

 

Open now the crystal fountain 

whence the healing stream doth flow; 

let the fiery cloudy pillar 

lead me all my journey through: 

strong Deliverer, 

be thou still my strength and shield. 

 

When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

bid my anxious fears subside; 

Death of death, and hell’s Destruction, 

land me safe on Canaan’s side: 

songs of praises 

I will ever give to thee. 
 

Words: William Williams (1717–91) 

Tune: Cwm Rhondda arranged by Tansy Castledine  

Sung by Peterborough Cathedral with Prime Brass   from the CD Jubilate Deo  

 

 
Blessing 

 

 

God give you grace to follow his saints  

in faith and hope and love; 

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

rest upon you and remain with you,  

now and for ever. 

All:   Amen. 

 

 

 

Organ Voluntary 

 

 

Pièce d’Orgue (BWV 572)   J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

Käthe Wright Kaufman, Organ Scholar 



11 
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